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Thank You to Our
Founding Donors
The StreetFairy has been running fundraising
campaigns on Facebook for a month or so,
sharing with friends and family, raising enough
to purchase a home printer, ink and paper to
print a sample issue of what we hope
StreetLights to become.
We built a Facebook page and are growing an
audience of peers, social workers and
community members interested in Social
Justice for the homeless, vulnerable and at-risk
population.
That Water Chick was also out providing peer
support, handing out water and collecting spare
change donations. There is a now a photo
gallery of original art on TheStreetFairy.com.
We offer over 50 paintings to choose from as
thank you gifts for our donors.
Through all these efforts we were able to raise
the funds needed to print this first issue and
then StoneView Apartments saw the
opportunity to show support for our mission
and stepped in to sponsor the printing for us.
We take this front page space to honor those
who support and believe in the mission of
StreetLights and our desire to shine a light on,
give voice to, and actively work to end
homelessness right here in our own
community.

What is a Street Paper?
Through the International Network of Street Papers (INSP), I found there was a way to impact the
homeless population in a positive way while getting inspiring and perspective-changing stories of
homeless individuals out to the public, the housed, the employed, and the financially stable members
of society.
A Street Paper is typically a community newspaper that gives a voice to the invisible members of our
society and covers topics like homelessness, poverty, recovery, government, housing and other
issues relevant to the homeless, vulnerable and at-risk populations. By exclusively distributing the
paper through Street Vendors that are currently, recently or at risk of being homeless, we aim to end
homelessness by providing them with a low barrier opportunity to earn an income.

Founding Donors
Dominque Whitehair
Crystal Stevens
Rex Rodriguez
William Colbert
Julian Apodaca
"T"
Kenneth Tabar
Harry & Jakki @ StoneView Apts
Generous Drivers
on Peoria @ 35th Ave.
Peace, Love & Hope - Guest Article
Mortal - A Peer Story Submission
Hobo Henry
Julian's Recovery Story
Awareness Walk
Communications
Not The Whole Story
PIT Count & Housing First
Sign of the Month
Letter from Publisher

These are the covers of some of the successful Street Papers across the country.
Street Papers and their Vendors are offered in over 40 cities in the USA

A secondary goal is to provide a path for people to adopt a new perspective on the homeless without
having to live on the streets themselves. No one on the streets wishes for others to suffer the same
situation.
.
We offer an opportunity to be in control of ones own destiny, even if only in a small way. Being a
Street Vendor is a micro-entrepreneurship that they run their own way. This provides additional
empowerment and self confidence, often that one critical element to long term success that is often
over-looked.
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The vendors get their first 10 papers a day for free and they purchase additional copies for a nominal
fee of 50 cents. They stand on street corners, in front of popular businesses (in partnership with the
business owner) and other high traffic areas and offer the papers for a suggested donation of $2.00.
They make a minimum of $1.50 per paper. The goal is to sell a hundred paper a day.
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Peace, Love, Hope Foundation
This is a contributor article from Laura Zaki, Founder supporting you”. Then I plunge in and face my
fears.
of Peace, Love, Hope Foundation.

Continued from Page 1

by purchasing this paper you
are helping to end
homelessness in Phoenix
Thank You

I founded the Peace Love Hope foundation because I
wanted to give back to the community and help
others. I speak to people from all walks of life some of
whom are in very difficult circumstances. Having
been through some big struggles myself I feel like I
can relate to them. I try not to judge anyone nor to
assume that I know how they feel. I usually let them
talk and get it all out.

I try my hardest and I accept that sometimes I will
not be able to control everything. I do my best and
I take whatever help I am offered. Little by little a
hopeless situation changes and I become hopeful,
grateful and blessed! I wish the same for you.

Every hundred copies sold represent $150 directly
in the hands of an at-risk or homeless person that
has so many barriers to earning any other income.
This is not including tips so the daily revenue could
be increased dramatically. This type of income
every day, or just a few days a week would support
a motivated Vendor to rent an apartment of their
own. We would provide a work reference to aid
with common barriers to renting to show a new
pattern of behavior. We will also post local rooms
for rent and other house shares and actively reach
out to the community for referrals.

Many times it truly helps to have good support! After
I listen carefully I try to give them something to be
hopeful about. I tell them that there is always hope
and how thinking positive can really change their
situation. It may be because I am more stubborn than
most (some might call it persistent) but I don’t give up
easily on people. I know that there is always a way
sometimes we just can’t see it ourselves.

www.sunshinebetterworld.blogspot.com

Now we are talking about serious impact in the
homeless community. Although we are starting at
just a few hundred copies our first month, we plan
to reach 75,000 copies a month by the end of the
third year. At that level of production, we will
require paid staff to handle distribution,
management,
and
training
of
vendors,
administration, content producers, outreach
workers, service providers, etc. Providing low
barrier, good steady jobs where being homeless or
formerly homeless is an asset.

If I’m looking for a job I will call three people or send
three resumes a day. It seems to work because it’s just
enough to get moving but not so much as to be
overwhelming. I also develop a positive mantra. It
can be as simple as “You’ve got this!” Or “you’re
stronger than you think”. Then I look up stories of
people who have overcome great odds.

Once you have a safe and secure place to rest your
head, keep your belongings securely without
carrying with you, a shower and access to clean
clothing, you can begin to rebuild a life for yourself
much easier than you can while living on the
streets. That is how StreetLights will be making an
impact on the Homeless community here in
Phoenix. We will be following the successful
business model that is currently publishing in over
40 cities across the globe.
We plan to put that fifty cents from the sales to
vendors directly into a service fund to support
things like recruitment and outreach events, meals,
t-shirts, vests, caps, badges, aprons, etc. We also
want to provide for specialty needs not met through
usual charity distributions, like special size shoes,
feminine products, and hand sanitizer.
Written by KP
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For more information visit my
www.peacelovehope1.org or my blog

website

Peace Love and Light!!
Laura Zaki, Director, Founder
peacelovehopefoundation@gmail.com
Www.peacelovehope1.org.

Usually, big changes start very small. Change can be
overwhelming so what I try to do is take things in
threes.

I have seen a man with no arms or legs who became
extremely successful. Another man thriving and
enjoying life even though he can only move his eyes
and talks through a computer.
So I think to myself “Well you are able-bodied you
aren’t sick and you have family and friends

Mortal -

A Peer Story Submission by Nathan Mcnew

Life on the streets is not easy, not what so ever, it
is a lot harder than you might think. It is about
survival. It is about staying strong in the worst
situation. There are times where the world will be
rough, times where it’s easy and times when you
wish you were dead.
It’s hard to come out of your mind or head and
stay strong. It is hard to do many things when you
are on the streets. It will consume you, it will
destroy you, crush your dreams, and everything
you may believe in. I know from four years of
experience. I’ve been on these streets. I give my
life to these streets and did anything for these
streets. What did the streets do for me? Nothing at
all, the only thing it gave was defeat and
hopelessness. No hope=no life|no life=death on
the inside.
Once you are dead on the inside there is nothing
to live for. Darkness comes over you (death). It is
not what we do "on' these streets defines us, it’s
what we do "to" the streets. As I said, I was there
4 years ago and just recently got back to my
family. I’ve been there, done that, lived that. I
know what y'all are going through, it’s hard, I
know it is, but it does get better, if you want it to
get better.
When I was out there, people told me the same
thing. I just shrugged it off like 'whatever just
give me money" (when I was panhandling.) I just
wanted the money and I didn’t care what you had
to say. Until, this one lady. I asked for some

change and from there it just clicked.
Everything fell into place. She was that
one piece that was missing. No, she is not
my girlfriend or anything like that.
She talked to me for a good 30 mins or so.
She said she didn’t have any money but she
said "I do have one thing that worth $130.
Tell me what you re going to do with the
money if I give it to you?" I thought about
lying to her and tell her what she wanted to
hear but something told me tell the truth. I
told her I was going to buy drugs for my
habit, some food, and beer. Needless to say,
she didn’t give me what she said she had.
To this day, I don’t know what it was.
BUT there was one thing she did give me
and that’s truth. Without truth we are just
lying to ourselves. Yeah, we can lie to
everyone else but can we lie to our self?
The one person that we know best.
Some can lie to themselves and some can't.
I was lying to myself for so long, I was
believing what I had told myself. In this
world that we live in, we lie, we steal, and
we kill. I was doing all that to myself. I lied
to myself, I stole from myself, and robbed
my worth. I robbed myself from the very
thing I wanted in life, which was life itself.
I killed myself, not actually, but mentally I
killed myself and my heart. I was dark and
Continued on Page 4
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Hobo Henry's Happening's
There are people who yell at pan handlers
or people they assume are homeless
walking down the street. They most often
say “Get a Job” or something like that. I
imagine they don’t realize that they make
themselves part of the problem and
certainly not part of any solution. I wanted
to write an article that shows some of the
invisible barriers, like getting a pair of
shoes that fit, a shower and clean clothes,
not to mention getting a license or ID, all
required to get a job.
I was hoping to eradicate some unfounded
judgements and that’s when Hobo Henry
was born. Hobo Henry’s Happenings will
be a regular column here. We will follow
Henry along his recovery path. His stories
will provide actual resources,as well as real
struggles from shared experiences The
Street Fairy has gone through or learned
during Peer Support and directly from
people on the streets right now. So let’s
meet Henry.
Who is Hobo Henry?
You wouldn’t guess it by looking at his
scraggly beard, dirty clothes, cheap dollar
store flip flops and bad attitude, but you
would be wrong to assume he’s always been
like this. Henry is a 55-year-old man, he
worked for the last 12 years at a
manufacturing job, he owned a house and
made decent money. He had a savings
account and a 401k. All of that was
obliterated when his wife of 20 years died a
long death. Medical bills took up all his net
worth and equity in his home. About 6
months later, while he was at work for his
small employer of about 8 people, he got
hurt by one of the machines getting jammed
and broke his hand.
The employer didn’t have workers comp or
any short-term disability, not even the
AFLAC duck could help. Because the
employer had less than 10 employees many
of the requirements of an employer do not
apply. While Henry was at the emergency
room his employer packed up his
belongings and terminated his job. The
employer wanted to avoid a lawsuit and
created his own version of what happened.
He wouldn’t even let Henry retrieve his
tools.
When
Henry
applied
for
unemployment he was denied because the
employer said he was fired for misusing the
equipment. Henry tried to defend himself
but was unsuccessful.
Henry ended up losing his house and his
main working hand was not healing well.
There was no way Henry could take on
another job until the cast was off. Henry
eventually ended up on the streets, dealing
with the trauma of losing his wife, his
home, his job all within a year. All he had
left was a backpack with some pictures of
his wife.
Everyday he told himself he had to get off
the streets somehow and every day he failed
at that goal. This made him feel horrible
about himself and his ability to carry on
with life. He ended up drinking quite a bit
to ease his suffering and pain. He pan-

Image or AD Space

Something he hadn't felt in a long time.
Henry had no idea where he could get his
birth certificate, he was born in a different
state. He was determined to achieve
something today. Henry made "find out
where to get birth certificate" his first goal.

handled for the money to buy his liquor. This
increased the humiliation, self-hatred and
shaming which always led to more drinking
and the cycle began.
Henry meets The Street Fairy
Every few days he would see The Street Fairy
giving out water, hugs and smiles. He would
get a couple waters and sometimes make small
talk. He started looking forward to the positive
spirit and accepted feeling. He told The Street
Fairy about his desire to get off the streets.
This is where we are going to meet Henry on
his journey. The Street Fairy told Henry that
the first thing to do is change his view from
looking back to what has been and who he used
to be to a forward-looking perspective. Using
dual vision with one eye on the ultimate goal
way down there and the other solely focused on
the day at hand.
So, The Street Fairy explained to Henry that by
setting such an insurmountable goal of getting a
home of his own as the goal of the day, he was
setting himself up for failure. It was not
practical to say that he could get all of the
things done to get him into a house in one day.
Every day he was failing, and he was gaining
momentum in the wrong direction. They began
to discuss some of the things that would be
required for him to successfully leave the
streets.
She explained the “working
backwards” practice. They came up with the
following plan together:
The Journey Begins
Ultimate Goal
Get off the streets and into an enjoyable life he
could manage on his own.
Requirements to enjoy and sustain that life
A Job, Recovery from his new Alcohol
Addiction, and a savings account.
What are the requirements to get a job?
Drivers License or ID and a Social Security
Card, shoes, clean clothes, a haircut and shave
and get rid of the angry, depressed attitude.
What are the requirements for an ID?
A certified copy of his birth certificate and a
piece of mail within the last 30 days proving
your address.
We finally get down to a realistic goal that can
be achieved in the near future. At first Henry
imagined just a couple of weeks and he would
be on his way to getting ajob and slashing goals
every day. Henry started to feel a little hope.

Henry couldn't go to the library to use their
internet because he needed an ID and a
piece of mail to get a library card. He
decided to go to McDonalds to use their free
internet but he had to panhandle first for a
few dollars. You have to buy something at
MickeyD's to use their facility.
He went on line to his state recorders office
and found out it was going to cost $57 and
he had to have a credit card in his name with
the billing address matching the address he
wanted the document mailed to. The other
option is that you have an immediate family
member get it for you, but Henry's parents
had passed away many years ago.
Discouragement was beginning grow.
Then Henry remembered reading in the
homeless newspaper about the Homeless ID
Project at the CASS Facility. He went back
to that water chick he had met and grabbed a
copy of the paper. He read how the
Homeless ID Project helps people get the
documents they need in order to get a State
of Arizona issued ID. He saw that they
opened at 7:30am Monday - Friday. Henry
achieved his goal for the day and now had a
new goal "Get to Homeless ID Project."
He knew it wasgoing to be a challenge to
get there, especially that early. He knew he
would have to panhandle the day before to
get the $4 Metro ticket. Henry had a goal
for the next day, get money for ticket
downtown.
He was starting to get the hang of this
working backwards plan. And that is where
Image
or ADuntil
Spacethe next issue
we will leave
Henry
when he has some ups and downs with the
next steps to get a certified copy of his birth
certificate.

Resources covered in this episode
Homeless ID Project –
206 S 12th Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85007
Phone: (602) 223-3427
Its in the building in front of CASS at the
Welcome Center. Be there to get in line
about 6 am or most likely you will not be
seen that day. When you get in you need to
sign up on one of the clipboards. Make sure
that you sign up for the Homeless ID project
list first.
You can also sign up to get your CASS ID
but do that second. Keep an ear out for
your name because the lady who calls out
the names has a very soft voice and often
people just didn’t hear her and lose their
spot.
Continued on Page 4
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Julian's Recovery Story
Hello my name is Julian Apodaca and I am a recovering alcoholic for over 7 years and an ex opiate addict of 4 years. I am diagnosed with
Schizoaffective Disorder and PTSD. I suffer from PTSD after being shot in the chest at point blank range at the age of 15. That same year my parents
were violently killed due to drugs and violence.
For much of my 20’s I self medicated always staying busy working various jobs and furthering my education. Regardless of the tragic life I was given, I
still managed to give back to my community. I was a youth coordinator for Mothers Against Gangs. I was also a National Representative for Save the
Children where I inspired youth across the United States. I was even Jr. Class President at North High School in Phoenix. I did attend Phoenix College for
a couple of years on a full scholarship but never achieved my associates due to homelessness and alcohol use. I was very active back then considering my
personal struggles. I put my education on hold when I was about to have my first child. I ended moving to Colorado to see the birth of my firstborn son. I
was able to hold a job for about 5 years; I worked at a public library as a library clerk.
Fast forward to when I was 32 years old is when I received an accurate diagnosis which determined my SMI (Severe Mental Illness) status. I have been
active in recovery for over six years now. Recently I became a suicide survivor. In December 2018 I was admitted to Banner University for suicidal
ideation and depression and spent a week in inpatient treatment. During my stay, I found out that my nephew died from a fentanyl overdose. I was so
heartbroken and crippled by this tragedy I couldn’t attend the funeral. My nephew’s tragic death was a wake-up call to return to my path of recovery and
bring awareness to the opiate crisis in Arizona.
When I got out the hospital I was determined to get better. I decided I wanted to become a Certified Peer Support Specialist. Before that I could make that
happen, I was admitted to the Friendship Program for six weeks. I did exceptional CBT training there that was tremendously helpful in managing my
symptoms and coping with life in a more functional manner. I even won awards from my peers. Soon after completion, I got in contact with an actual peer
support specialist named Glenn Croker from the MARC center (which is now COPA Healthcare) and decided to take my Peer Support Training. In March
2019 I graduated with my credentials.
Continued on Page 5
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A Peer Story by Nathan Mcnew

Continued from Page 2

cold, so cold that it snowed all day on the hottest day in Florida.
Why do we do these things to ourselves? Why do we not see what we are doing? We are so blinded
by the things that we do to our self that we don’t see what we are doing. We aren't seeing until its too
Nathan J. Mcnew late and then we see grim reaper.
Photo submitted by
Nathan

This story was submitted to StreetLights by Nathan to SubmitMyArticle@StreetLightsPaper.com.
To see more of Nathan's writing, please visit The Street Fairy.com website. We post all of his
articles whether we can print them or not.
You can submit your story, article,and opinion too, Everything will be posted on website and some
will be printed as space allows. This article was edited for punctuation.

Hobo Henry
Continued from Page 3

The other resource covered in this episode is
yourself. When a person can begin to depend on
themselves again, they know internally that
things are about to change. Change doesn't
happen overnight. Change happens in
increments. Setting small, achievable goals for
yourself can build momentum towards that big
goal you may have for the future.
Yes, we Americans are an "I want it now"
society with little time for patience. But in this
case, as in most cases, small steps forward on a
consistent basis develop into massive change.
Remember the turtle and the hare? Slow and
Steady wins the race. Don't beat yourself up
when you can't tackle that mountain in one day
by yourself. Build yourself up for even wanting
to make changes.
Written by KP

To Be Continued Next Issue

This story is about a fictional character created
by the mind and shared experiences of The
Street Fairy but the struggles are real.

2nd Annual Awareness Walk
To End Homelessness

Image or AD Space

Saturday
April 4th
1500 W Harrison Street
Phoenix Arizona 85007

$15
Children under 16 are free!

Food Trucks, Beverages, T-Shirt
and Live Music
Food Trucks provided by Sponsor

visit our website to register

www.HSC-AZ.org
Image or AD Space
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Julian's Recovery Story
Continued from Page 4

Ever since then I have been very proactive and on a positive yet spiritual journey of recovery. My
personal goals are to learn as much as I can about the behavioral health system and use that knowledge to
help and serve those in need who suffer from addiction or mental illness.
After my hospitalization I never looked back to the pain of the past. I took my MHFA (Mental Health
First Aide) training for adults as well as my Safe Talk training to further my training. I currently sit on an
advisory board with Southwest Behavioral health for the Youth MHFA grant. I also completed my MHFA
Youth Training! I completed a three month advocacy program with the Eric Gilbertson Institute which I
recommend to anybody in the behavioral health field. I will be taking additional training such as the
ASIST suicide prevention training.
In 2020, I became a student at Glendale Community College to purse my associates degree as a
Photographer/Videographer. I will utilize my education and skills to contribute to the StreetLights
StreetPaper. I want to use my skills to give a voice to the homeless and those individuals struggling to
navigate the behavioral health system to get their needs met.
I know recovery is a life long journey and I know I cannot stop here. Even though I come from a tragic
and traumatic childhood, and went untreated for severe mental illness for so long, I have always given
back to the communities in which I have worked or lived in.

Julian Is Our First StreetLight
The universe allowed me the opportunity to meet Kymberely aka the Street Fairy when I responded to her
ad for a Photography intern. When I heard her vision, goals and how she was going to do it with
absolutely no resources, I knew I wanted to be a part of this adventure. She in turn has allowed me the
opportunity to utilize my skills and training and rise to the calling to be the resident “Advocator” (you
gotta say it like Arnold in Terminator). She believes in me and my capability to handle even more
responsibility as the Operations Manager.
Out of our mutual respect for the struggles we experience, we have become partners in this mission to use
the assets of our own recovery paths and learning opportunities in order to harness the power of media to
make an impact in the homeless, vulnerable and at-risk community.
It is because of these many reasons I know I was blessed with this incredible opportunity to be a founding
member of The Street Fairy Outreach Street Team and StreetLights StreetPaper.
Sincerely,
Julian Apodaca

Are you or someone you know in crisis?
There is always someone who will listen!

National Suicide Prevention Hotline
1-800-273-8255
Arizona Hotline for Help for Anything
211 from any phone in Arizona
Maricopa County Crisis Line
602-222-9444
Want to go to Detox Today?
623-931-1114
push option 3 then 1 for a live person and get picked up within an hour

Put Your Logo
here. Become a
Sponsor!

Put Your Logo
here. Become a
Sponsor!

Put Your Logo
here. Become a
Sponsor!

Not The Whole Story...
On February 25th, there was a report on
the homeless encampments and tent city near
the Human Services Campus on Fox 10
News by John Hook. Later that evening he
was on KTAR Radio Station extending his
report and providing editorial commentary.
Mr. Hook focused his report on comments
made by a few people that 40 to 50% of the
people out there are doing so by choice.
There was not any information provided
about the struggles the majority of people
experience, Mr. Hook focused on how the
street people had adapted and become
accustomed to that kind of life. A life with no
bills, three free hot meals a day and free
clothes. No other opinions were put forward,
nor were there any reports or studies cited.
Mr. Hook made judgements and found
people whose stories would back up those
judgements. He did not cite any reports like
the ASU/Andre House Survey published this
year. He only gave his opinion which is not
news, that is editorial, and should be stated..
Due to deadlines and space issues, my
forthcoming article can be read on our
website

www.TheStreetFairy.com
The report by John Hook can be found
at: www.fox10phoenix.com/news/centralphoenix-witnessing-serious-homelessproblem-leaving-residents-and-businessowners-frustrated

Written by KP
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Housing First Is Working
Commentary by KP
I had heard about the Housing First in San Diego a few years ago. They were beginning this
model of supplying housing to homeless veterans and a few county programs before connecting
them to any other support services like Drug Rehabilitation or Recovery Programs, or Mental
Health Services. The theory behind it was that addictions, symptoms and/or lack of medications
were creating additional barriers to successfully receiving services.
I remember this because there was significant pushback from the community at large
questioning those in charge of spending their tax dollars. There was a public outcry that San Diego
County was now offering free housing to drug addicts, dealers and other criminals. Obviously,
that is not what county officials were doing but that was the public perception and I remember it
having an impact on local elections in the form of attack ads.

The Point in Time count is done every year
throughout the country on a particular night in
January. The official definition is:
The Point-in-Time (PIT) Homeless Count is an
annual street and shelter count to determine the
number of people experiencing homelessness in
certain cities and metropolitan regions throughout
the country during a given point in time. (which is
one multi-agency coordinated night in January)
A common complaint about this count is that the
number of people that they come up with is missing
a significant portion of people who could just not be
found and/or counted at that point in time. Further
research shows the reporting agencies do take this
assumption into consideration and compile their
numbers with input from multiple agencies, shelters,
community resources and the HRMIS (that’s a
whole other topic).
According to the 2019 Point-in-Time Count for
Maricopa County, there were 6,614 people
experiencing homelessness on the night of January
21, 2019.
48% were unsheltered or sleeping in a place not
meant for human habitation. Almost entirely absent
from public discourse is the issue of capacity.
Critical to our understanding of why people are
sleeping outside is the recognition that for a large
number of people, there are simply no beds
available.
UPDATE
This post has been sitting in my draft folder for
22 hours unfinished because I really couldn’t decide
what to focus on and my apprehensive attitude
towards what PIT count is and isn't. I realize you
don’t read this paper to find out my personal
opinion, however; having an opinion does tend to
color even purely factual, technical writing and I
want to clearly see that color in myself. Alas, I
found an article from Street Roots Street Paper
- Portland, OR. [Link on TheStreetFairy.com
website] It appears that I am not the only one to
have questions about the numbers or accuracy of the
count. And Phoenix / AZ isn’t the only place
suffering exponential growth beyond its capabilities.
The major concern isn’t as much, “Is the number
they come up with an accurate one by one count?”
The real concern is so much more about, “Is this
number an accurate representation of the number of
people living without shelter intended for living
purposes, and what services do they need?”
Continued on Page 7

The idea is to offer a subsidized housing program without all the conditions that usually go
along with those programs but to provide intensive support services after they were housed. There
are many hoops to jump through, in a particular order and each program has different hoops,
different expectations, and different results. The Housing First model tries to postpone these
barriers and focus on getting keys first. If you are homeless, let’s get you a roof and a door first,
then we will have you jump through these hoops and if you don’t comply we will just drop you
from the program and you can return to the streets. It seemed to make sense to many and ludicrous
to others. Nevertheless, forward it went, and now Canada has studied its outcomes.
According to an article posted on The Street Fairy website from Global News, the study had a
control group where the participants were offered traditional services and would compare it to the
Housing First participants. This is very unsettling for me. I have a hard time wrapping my head
around the fact that a study requires a certain number of people to suffer without said program in
order to study its effectiveness.
I wonder if I had gone to college would I be able to understand this line of thinking. I wonder
how I would feel if I found out that this program was handing out keys. What if the girl in front of
me got the keys and then was offered a whole slew of resources to help her keep it and I did not
because I am in the control group. I got a list of hoops I had to jump through with absolutely no
support or resources to tackle that list. For me, this would create a whole lot of anxiety,
depression, stress, confusion, and a myriad of other emotions that I am already known to not
manage very well.
The other thing I wanted to discuss about this article is the obvious. "Mentally ill homeless
adults may have an easier time finding and keeping stable housing when they receive rent
supplements and mental health support services, a Canadian study suggests." Why would it take
a group of Canadian Researchers, a boat load of money, a forest of paperwork, and six years to
determine that those who got housing and intense support did better than those who had to stay on
the streets, un-medicated, un-treated with un-met needs. I do not even have a bachelor's degree
and I can tell you this. I understand that my opinion is not actual fact and that these programs need
to be studied to prove their efficacy but couldn’t they have come up with a harder fact to
determine?
One of the problems I would like to study is why so many, who get housing, lose it in the first
90 days. What happens when you take someone off the streets and put them into an apartment
complex with 300 up close and personal neighbors? Most people in the complex also have the
same voucher and therefore the coexisting mental health challenges. There is no counseling,
education, or coping skills classes to manage this new lease, new responsibilities, quiet times,
good neighbor etiquette, etc. You are just expected to know these things and behave accordingly.
It is my belief that they just do not have the skills required to manage this life, no matter how
grateful they are for the housing. New recipients of subsidized housing should be offered support
in making the transition from one lifestyle to the other, in my humble opinion.
Original Article https://globalnews.ca/news/6008308/housing-mental-health-homelessness-study/
Written by KP

StreetLights - A PHX Street Paper

www.TheStreetFairy.com

Page 7

PIT Count Flawed
The Struggle is Real

added to those already suffering homelessness?
What can we do to return these people to jobs,
homes, families, and more that they once had?
Submit your poetry or art to be published

Every single one of those numbers in the report in this section. Everything submitted gets
represents a different story, a different individual posted on the website, printing done on
whose life was drastically changed due to space available.
circumstances beyond their control. You can read a
couple of these stories right here on our website
Home is where the heart is?
That Water Chick and Julian
These numbers are used to compare this year to
other years, this city to that city, state, county,
neighborhood, etc., etc.. It is this number of total
homeless that disbursement of funding is based
on, it is this number that numerous writers will
reference until new data comes out.
If the number is not accurate, how far off is it? Is
it double what they count? triple? half? I have
decided that what really matters is “How this
number compares to those collected in a similar
way on a similar day, in similar places. What
story does this comparison number tell about the
success of current programs in place?
As the 2019 PIT Count showed, there was a
significant increase in the number of unhoused
and unsheltered. What you have to look for is
that this number has tripled since 2016. This is
what is jumps out to me. I would say that is the
most relevant fact of the whole report.
Secondly, is that the number of homeless
sleeping in a shelter has dropped. Not both
numbers increased, no, we have 3x’s as many
people need shelter and we have hundreds of
fewer places to put them. 3x’s as many people
have lost their home, due to circumstances
beyond their control, in the last 3 years.
That is a significant increase and this increase is
not unusual, most every city, county, and state is
seeing phenomenal growth in the number of
homeless they are struggling to serve.
When is this number going to reach a level that
calls for a national state of emergency? What can
we do to stop thousands of new people being

Sign Of The Month
Take a picture of your favorite sign and
send it in to
SubmitMyArticle@StreetLightsPaper.com
As funding becomes available - we would
like to offer the sign flyer some sort of
award. Maybe a T-Shirt or Hat?

Sponsor wanted
for this monthly
section.

The Phoenix Count was done the last week of
January.I hope to encourage more people to be
found, to be counted for this flawed but necessary
effort. Get Counted!.
Written by KP

Messages & Notices
Consider this the
Community Bulletin Board
This Space for anyone to pst
flyers, messages, jobs,
rooms for rent,
charity or other resources
in this section in each issue.
Everything will be posted on the website as
soon as possible in the BB section
printing per space available.
You must resubmit for each issue by the 17th
of the previous month to
SubmitMyArticle@StreetLightsPaper.com

www.TheStreetFairy.com/BB
coming soon

What a lie
No home for my heart
No where to hide
Exposed, and suffering it's all true
when you look at me
can't you see I used to be you
keeping up with the Jones'
as my way of life
now its full of a new kind of strife
The Jones' don't live there anymore
their new home
is behind the store
Next to the dumpster
is where they sleep
Grateful for, counting sheep
They cuddle together
on their cardboard bed
holding each other
Hope is not dead
They don't look
at all that's wrong
Their love gives words, for this song
So, yes, I guess
my goals haven't changed
Its the Jones again and I am shamed
Anonymous

A Note From The Street Fairy
I am taking this space to say thank you. Thank you for donating to this paper and Thank You for reading it too! We (My Staff & I) have many plans here at
StreetLights. We hope to be a paper that you look forward to getting every new issue. I hope you find something to inspire you, humor you, and touch your heart.
Printing this first full size issue has not been an easy task. It is something I had been dreaming of for many years yet never took that first step. You see I am only recently
housed myself. My family was unaware of my homelessness, and even if they did realize I didn't have a place of my own they certainly never knew about my "pan
handling." I couldn't handle being a burden to them as they were busy enough figuring out their own lives. If they did know, we certainly never talked about it. I had so
much shame and humiliation.
This paper is going to change all that, for the better I hope. I started meeting "StreetLights," people who showed me that we all used to be something else. They made
me know I am not alone and that we can help ourselves by lifting others up. I used to be a newspaper advertising executive for many years, as the internet grew I kept
getting laid off at different papers. Eventually, I changed industries and went to a Digital Magazine publisher. Through a series of unfortunate events I lost that job that I
loved so much and my apartment only 3 blocks from the beach. Life spiraled down from there. All of that is in my past now. My life is on an upward trajectory, it may
spiral a little and as long as it's mostly up, that's okay with me. All in due time I say.
I wanted you all to know that I am a peer, I am not writing from some high horse, nor am I writing from some corner office with degrees and awards all over my wall.
I am just a girl on a journey. I got a fortune cookie around the end October last year. It said "Do What You Can, With What You Have, Right Where You Are, Right
Now!" That got me going. Here I am less than 4 months later, publishing a newspaper on zero income with only one other member on my team and he is a full-time
student, dad and husband.
Add to the lack of resources the fact that I contracted Valley Fever and was hospitalized in December. You begin to see the challenges of being me. Unfortunately, I
haven't gotten much better. However, I am determined to get this paper published and printed asap. The urgency comes from the fact that I know others will be able to
earn an income from this paper that could change their lives. I trust in the laws of cause and effect and I know that these efforts will produce results that are positive for
our community. I can't thank StoneView Apartments and Harry and Jakki enough for sponsoring the printing of this first issue. I hope to be around a long time to see this
happen over and over again.
You can read more of my story on TheStreetFairy.com website under 10 Things That Have Changed Since Last Year. I will return to my water giveaway and outreach
when my health improves. Until then I can Do What I Can, With What I Have, Right Where I Am" Again, I thank you.
Kymberley Page aka
That Water Chick

